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Our mission 

                            to be a leading school, developing great        

                         students, through excellent and 

                                    innovative learning experiences 



 

Welcome to Parnell District School

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

                            
Gary Cain, Principal 
                                                                

Our school is a Year 0 to Year 8, decile 10, inner city 

state primary school with ready access to the Eastern 

Beaches, the museum, the art gallery and some of the 

more historic buildings of Auckland. 

 

Parnell District School was first founded in 1873 and 

has been operating on the St. Stephens Avenue site 

since 1933. 

 

In recent years we have experienced considerable roll 

growth and a number of classrooms and specialists 

rooms have been added. The Ministry of Education 

predicts continued roll growth in this area and 

proposes to develop the site accordingly. The first of 

these building projects will commence in December 

2011 and include 9 new classrooms and an 

administration centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our guiding principles 
 

1. To prepare children for further education and for 

life beyond the school, enabling them to become 

compassionate, inquiring, confident and competent 

adults in society. 

 

2. To create a warm and supportive school 

environment where people are accepted 

and valued and feel able to express themselves 

intellectually and emotionally. 

 

3. To build a learning community of shared 

goals, values, ideas, ideals and commitments through 

effective communication and consultation with 

parents / family and the wider community 

 

4. To encourage children to understand and 

appreciate the multi cultural diversity of our 

community and society and promote knowledge of 

and pride in Ne  Zeala d’s dual ultural heritage by 

recognizing the Treaty of Waitangi. 

 

5. To be an innovative school where we constantly 

work to analyse and assess our own performance in a 

continuing effort to improve. 

 

6. To provide safe physical surroundings within a 

context of design integrity and a cohesive overall 

development plan. 

 

7. To provide effective leadership, organization and 

administration. 

 

8. To ensure that changes made to the school are 

consistent with long term and annual planning 

decisions. 

 

 

 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parnell learners strive to be 
…
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Creative 

Open-minded 

    Actively involved 

High level questioners 

Embracing of ideas 

Aware of own needs and skills 

Tolerant of others’ ideas 



Parnell District School vision  

Parnell District School pupils will be confident and active participants in gaining knowledge and skills, knowing and 

valuing: 

 Who they are – young people who are confident, positive in their own identity 

 Others and how they relate to them – connected 

 The world, their place and role in it – actively involved participants in a range of contexts 

 Lifelong learning – active seekers, users and creators of knowledge 

 Critical and creative thinking – informed decision makers 

The Curriculum 

The New Zealand Curriculum specifies the learning areas which are to be taught in New Zealand state schools and 

outlines the achievement objectives for each level, which are aligned to the National Standards. The learning areas  

are: 

 Numeracy (number sense and operations, measurement, statistics, geometry, algebra) 

 Literacy (listening , reading, viewing , speaking , writing, presenting) 

 Science 

 Social studies 

 The arts 

 Health and physical education 

 Technology 

 Learning languages 

The curriculum also focuses on developing key competencies in our students. These integral to the delivery of our 

curriculum and are developed through a variety of contexts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Managing self 

Relating to others 



 

…inquiring 

School trips 

Arts focus 

Philosophy 

Music tuition 

Gifted programme 

ICT 

Mandarin 

Performing arts 



Literacy 

Our literacy programme aims to develop effective communicators. Students at Parnell are supported to: 

 Understand a range of texts 

 To select, process, integrate and utilise various forms of information 

 To develop their ideas fully 

 To understand when and how to use the conventions of the English language 

 How to structure their personal writing 

 To organise ideas, express and develop various forms of transactional and poetic writing 

 Articulate their ideas clearly and confidently in a variety of situations 

 To liste  a d respo d to others’ ideas respe tfully a d i tellige tly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy 

The focus of the Numeracy Project in schools is on the development of knowledge and mental strategies for solving 

problems. At Parnell District School numeracy takes up the larger part of classroom programmes. In addition to this, 

strand mathematics which includes statistics, geometry and measurement are also taught, often integrated with the 

number objectives. 

Mathletics is an online mathematics programme which Parnell District School subscribes to. This is available ar a 

greatly reduced cost if purchased through the school subscription. This cost is passed onto parents. Teachers may set 

Mathletics tasks for homework and use the programme to reinforce basic numeracy skills being taught in the 

classroom. 

 

 

 

 

During our annual Book Week 

celebrations the Year 7 & 8 

stude ts prese t reader’s 
theatre workshops for other 

students. 

Mathletics 

Family Maths evenings 



 

Soccer . Rugby 

Netball. Cricket 

Water safety 

Basketball 

Softball 

Camps 

Hockey 

Athletics 

Gymnastics 

Play 

Soap Box Racing 

 

 

Cross country 

Skiing 



The Parnell Inquiry Model 

Our vision for inquiry learning is to develop the skills of independent lifelong, learning within meaningful and socially 

relevant contexts. 

Success criteria 

 allowing for choice while recognising different types of intelligences and learning styles 

 providing appropriate guidance throughout the inquiry learning process 

 creating an atmosphere of collaboration, co operative learning and reflection 

 ensuring students participate in constructing the  purpose and  relevance of the inquiry.  

 ensuring the outcome reflects their learning and the new knowledge gained 

 

Mandarin 

La guages li k people lo ally a d glo ally .They are spoke  i  the o u ity, used i ter atio ally, a d play a role 
in shaping the world. Oral, written, and visual forms of language link us to the past and give us access to new and 

differe t strea s of thought a d to eliefs a d ultural pra ti es  ( New Zealand Curriculum P 24.) 

The second language taught at Parnell District School is Mandarin taught by two fluent speakers of the language. The 

teaching of Mandarin begins in Year 3.  

Te Reo Maori is regularly integrated into class programmes. It is mandatory for students to learn and have an 

understanding and appreciation of the Maori language and culture. The school has a biannual involvement with the 

Orakei marae, usually culminating in a visit to the marae 

 

Gifted and Talented 

Our Board of Trustees funds a gifted and talented teacher to work with children with special abilities, either herself 

or by releasing teachers with particular talents to work with the children. These programmes run in class time, but 

should not be seen as a disruption to the programme, rather as an alternative curriculum the school is providing for 

a special group of children with particular abilities. The groups run for a set periods of time with a particular focus 

before another group of children with particular talents are brought into the programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children with Special Needs 

Children who are experiencing learning difficulties are identified through school assessments. Our Special Needs co-

ordinator will work with parents and teachers to facilitate a programme that meets individual requirements. 

Sometimes this will involve the use of teachers or teacher aides. 

Dance for all children 

Historical research 



Parnell District School encourages the values 

of 

                 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

School Patrol 

 

 

Roots of empathy 

 

 

Helping others 

Gardening 

 

School Patrol 

 

Buddy classes 

Trusting each other 
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Our Intermediate School  

Parnell District School includes an Intermediate Department of  

approximately 100 Year 7 and 8 students. Many of these pupils have  

been at Parnell since they started school but also some join us for their  

year 7 and 8 years of schooling. Our intermediate department identifies closely  

with the national vision statements, providing the sort of programme that encourages 

resourcefulness, effective interpersonal relationships, and which encourages student engagement 

with the community, providing the means for them to become active seekers, users and creators of 

knowledge. 

The skills and attitudes formed, and the abilities developed in early adolescence will stay with your 

child for many years. Development of such skills and the fostering of a sense of responsibility for 

perso al lear i g ill pro e useful through your hild’s ollege a d u i ersity years. 

 

Special features: 

 A different uniform to the rest of the 

school 

 Specialist teaching in technology, art, 

science and Mandarin 

 Opportunities for leadership – school 

council, peer mediators, house 

leaders, road patrol, office duty, 

coaching junior sports teams, mentor 

for junior school children 

 Waterwise programme (sailing) 

 Wide range of sporting opportunities 

both competitive and non-

competitive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Literary walk 

 Literature quizc 

 Year 8 visit to Pio Pio 

 Wellington trip – biennially 

 Ski trip 

 ESOL and special needs support 

where required 

 School production biennially 

 Otago Maths Competition 

 Mathex 

 Trash to fashion – biennially 

 Soapbox Derby 

 Opportunities to exhibit bicultural  

heritage - powhiri 

Please ask for our separate Intermediate School information pack 



Parnell Dist  

 

Facilities within the school 

include: 

 Well-resourced library 

 Interesting and 

challenging playground 

areas 

 Purpose built technology 

/science/ art room for 

Year 7 & 8 

 Two networked ICT 

suites 

 Multi- purpose hall 

 Vegetable garden 

 Significant resources in 

maths, literacy and 

inquiry learning 

 Sports co-ordinator 

 Fully equipped 

performing arts room 

 A range of modern 

information and 

communication 

technologies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special features of the school 

include: 

 Arts focus week 

 Intermediate School 

Production biennially 

 A wide range of sports at 

each year level 

 Interschool sports 

programme for Years 4-8 

 School uniform for all 

years 

 Parnell Trust after school 

and holiday programmes 

 Specialist dance and ICT 

lessons 

 Travelwise 

 Musical Instrument 

tuition  

 School House system 

 Buddy classes 

 Ukulele instruction 

 choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Programmes and 

support 

 Gifted and Talented 

programme for all year 

levels 

 English as a Second 

Language (ESOL) learning 

support programmes 

 Early Literacy and 

Numeracy Intervention 

Programmes 

 Learning Mandarin in 

Years 3-8 

 Water safety programme 

 Waterwise for Year 7 & 8 

 Life Education 

programme 

 Learning support 

programme 

 Mathletics 

 NSW Competitions 

 

 

 

 

A resource rich environment 

                        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Trustees 

The school is governed by a Board of Trustees 

consisting of seven representatives, co-opted 

representatives, the Principal and a staff 

representative. The Parnell District School 

Board is diligent in its obligations of being able 

to assure the government and community 

that the students in the school are receiving a 

high quality standard of education. 

Our Board also provides sound governance of 

the school by establishing and resourcing its 

strategic objectives, including providing a safe 

environment, property maintenance and 

development, recruitment and support of our 

staff, and ensuring that the school is run in 

the best interests of our students and 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parnell Club 

Parnell District School does not have a formal 

Parent Teacher Association. Instead we have 

established the Parnell Club which consists of 

parents and teachers who join together to 

organise and support school fundraising and 

school community events to assist the Board 

of Trustees in meeting their development 

goals for the school. This group is fluid. 

Parents and/or teachers join the group on a 

voluntary basis for a specific purpose or 

event. Once that is finished other people 

come on board to organise events. 

Several events are planned each year which 

range in purpose including fundraising, social 

e e ts a d a ti ities to support the hildre ’s 
learning programmes.  

                                

Par ell Distri t S hool re og ises the ital role that our pare ts play i  their hildre ’s edu atio . We re og ise 
that educating  We recognise that educating the child will be a collective and collaborative effort between home 

and school. 

Parents are encouraged to be involved in as many aspects of school life as possible. These include being parent 

representatives on the Board of Trustees, members of the Parnell Parent Club, sharing their expertise to support 

our units of inquiry, attending school information and reporting evenings, offering support for extra-curricular 

sport, and supporting our education outside the classroom programme.  

 



Parnell District School 
School Uniform Requirements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
 
      
      
     
 
      
      

On the sports field 

 Anyone taking part in a school sports team (and 

for PE in the Intermediate Department) should 

wear the PDS sports uniform.  : 

      Gold sports t-shirt (with PARNELL printed on 

the back)  

o PDS (only) Navy sports shorts.  

o Sports Jacket and track pants 

(optional).  

 

Bits and Bobs 

 Shoulder length or longer hair is to be tied up with a navy 

blue or black hair tie. This is for safety and to reduce the 

spread of head lice  

 Only watches and small sleepers or stud earrings are to be 

worn. Those students who wish to wear an item of 

jewellery for cultural or spiritual reasons must apply to the 

Principal in writing for an exemption.  

If granted, and the jewellery is a pendant, it must 

 be worn inside a buttoned up shirt. For your safety 

 these should be taken off when playing sport 

 

On the top 

Years 1-6 

 Gold polo shirt with Parnell District School logo – short or 

long-sleeved or PDS sports shirt. In winter, skivvies or 

other under shirts must be gold or navy blue. 

Year 7-8 

 White polo shirt with Parnell District School logo – short or 

long-sleeved. In winter, skivvies or other under shirts must 

be white or navy blue. 

Over or under 

 PDS (only) Navy drill or cargo shorts, longs or navy sports 

shorts – boys and girls 

 Navy culottes or pinafore for girls 

 Navy PDS bucket/Aussie hats should be worn in Terms 1 & 4 

 PDS sports jacket or navy blue polar fleece jacket 

 Socks/tights- white, black or navy blue only 



 
 
 
 
 
 

    
    
    

 

Down below 

 Shoes – Black leather or white/black sports 

shoes are to be worn in winter.  These should 

be predominantly blue, white or black.  In 

summer blue, black, white or navy blue sandals 

may also be worn.  

 Covered shoes – Black leather or white/black 

sports shoes are to be worn in winter or during 

technology.   

 Footwear is to be worn at all times when 

outside.  

 

ut you as 

…





 

You are beautiful enough without… 

 Nail polish 

 Make-up 

 Jewellery 

 

Wear your clean, tidy, correct uniform with pride. It says a lot about 

you as a person 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Students 

We welcome International students at Parnell District School and invite families to check the 

prospectus and information pack on our website. At present the number of international students is 

limited to 10-15 per year. 

 

Our Partners 

We value our on-going relationships with: 

 The Confucius Institute 

 Asia NZ Foundation 

 The Parnell Trust 

 Auckland Philharmonic 

 English Speakers of Other Languages Programmes 

The school learning programme caters for our students who speak a language other than English as 

their first language. The support for these students, including our International students, includes in-

class support, withdrawal language support programmes, specialist language programmes in 

vocabulary and grammar, and language learning programmes, which support the classroom 

programmes around the Units of Inquiry being studied. 

 



Where are we? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

48 St. Stephens Avenue 

Parnell, Auckland 1052, New Zealand 

Phone: +64 9 370 3008 

Fax: +64 9 379 3942 

Email: office@parnell.school.nz 

Web: www.parnell.school.nz 

 

 

Parnell District School 

Parnell District School 

 


