
Kia Ora and welcome to our amazing Parnell District School community! 

 

I would like to thank all those who made it to our meet the teacher picnic on Friday.  It was 

fantastic to see our community come together and enjoy an evening of fun and laughter.  A 

big thank you to those teachers who helped to run the games that our students (and some 

of the parents) enjoyed, and our phenomenal PTA who again worked to provide 

refreshments on the night.  Of course this was not just a fun evening together, it also allows 

us to meet with our teachers and hear about how the class runs and what exciting learning 

has been happening.  We firmly believe that giving our students the best learning 

opportunities is a partnership between home and school.  If you have any queries about 

what is happening in class or why we are doing things as we are, the best place to get clarity 

is ith the lassroo  tea her.  I  the e e t that ou do ’t feel this totall  a s ers our 
questions, please feel free to talk to the team leader of that area, or make an appointment 

to see myself, or another member of the leadership team.  We also love hearing about the 

a azi g thi gs that are happe i g i  lasses, a d the su esses that ou’re seei g ith our 
students at home, so thankyou to the parents who have already been telling me about the 

e ited stude ts ho’ e ee  retur i g ho e usti g to talk a out their e  lear i g! 

 

It has been fantastic to have our community constable visiting the school over the last two 

weeks helping our year 0-2 remember how to cross the road safely.  Room one did a great 

job sharing their writing with Chester and I, teaching us that we must first stop, look, listen, 

and then decide if it is safe to cross.  This also reminds us that it is important to keep 

ourselves safe when walking to and from school (and in the community).   Re e er it’s 
safer to walk to school with friends and not alone.  It’s est to stick to more populated, busy 

areas and main roads. If someone you do ’t k o  approa hes you, never get in to a vehicle 

or go with anyone. Keep walking or run if necessary and yell so as to draw attention to the 

situation if they are grabbed. Call 111 one immediately if you have a phone. If you think you 

are being followed, go into a shop if there is one nearby.  Tell a teacher or parent as soon as 

possible so we can help to keep you safe. 
 

We are striving to communicate as effectively as possible with our community around all 

that is happening in our students learning.  With our new weekly broadcasts and fortnightly 

newsletter, we aim to ensure we all have the information we need, ahead of time!  If you 

are not getting our emails or links via the app, please let us know.  It is also a great idea to 

check your spam to make sure this valuable information is ’t getti g lost!  One big event on 

our horizon are our family math evenings!  These will be three evenings where we come 

together to talk about how we teach math, share some games and activities that you can 

use at home to help your children in practicing their math skills, and lots of fun challenges to 

get us thinking like mathematicians!  These will be on Tuesday night from 5:30 – 6:30 on the 

14th, 21st, and 28th of March.  These will be nights for the whole family, and our students 

should get just as much out of coming as our adults do!  We look forward to seeing you all 

there! 

 

Richard George 

 



From our students 

Writing from students in Room 23 – From week 4  Term 1 2017 

 

Learning goal: To including imagery while writing about something I love 

Ocean 

No words can express  

The depth of my contentment, 

As I walk along the beach.  

The waves lap against the shores,  

They mirror the rhythm of my life.  

The sharp salty smell of the air 

And the vastness of the horizons 

Bounded only by the vault  

Of the azure blue sky.  

By Angie Madden  

 

Learning goal:  Using language features to add detail and supporting evidence to story 

writing.  

The Hunter – Introductions  

There was a hunter, as old as time its self and with his beard as white as snow. He was looking for a 

tasty meal so he went outside.  He found a nice area of flat ground. Grabbing a bag of seeds, he lay 

them evenly across the ground, counting one by one, until he had used up half of the bag. Then he 

climbed his favourite tree nearby to watch and wait. 

By Anthony Fleming  

 

One beautiful day  a flock of milky doves were flying just above the trees when they spied a scatter 

of seeds. They circled the seeds for a minute or two to scout the area for predators. The biggest of 

them all, The King Dove, drifted down towards the scatter of seeds, he pecks at a few seeds to test 

the quality of the seeds. The seeds immediately took him back to his squabhood. They tasted like the 

seeds his mother fed to him when he was a very small sqaub. At his signal the flock followed.  

By Jesse Hodgson 

 

The evil hunter started setting out the trap. He pulled out a sack full of seeds and scattered them all 

around the green grassy ground underneath the tree. The hunter climbed up the colossus; the 

gigantic tree hoping the doves weren't going to spot the innocent, but also guilty, hunter.   

The hunter waited, hours spent. The so-called genius mastermind was feeling dull. His excitement 

disappeared, his spirit died. Thinking about coming back empty handed; he was dead. The people at 

his village were not very friendly. They sent him on a quest to capture some doves, but if he failed, 

they were going to trap the sad lonely hunter in the cave. A cave full of spiders, worms, bats and 

dead bodies with the flesh decomposing.  

He slept for a few hours, precariously balanced in the tree, waking to the sound of a flock of doves 

screeching. 

By Matheus Geronasso 
 
My thoughts on PAT testing :  

I'm just going to be honest here: I kind of like PAT's, tests, and just school in general, all of which 

reinforce my nerd classification.  



In my opinion, there are many positives and not a lot of negatives. The positives mentioned include 

the fact it's multi-choice, they are just like quizzes, which I love, they are on subjects I actually enjoy, 

and I get to read when I finish early. The not-so abundant negative add up to a grand total of two; 

stress, and well, it's a test. 

By Annabelle Judd  

 

 

What is going on inside?   
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